OUR AMBASSADOR KING

look down upon all the kingdoms of the earth; by
microphone he can give out his opinions to all people
without fear of contradiction. Everything encourages
him to seek self-advancement, and every step up the
ladder, whether it is measured in terms of wealth or
social prestige, gives him the gratification of being
rewarded for his pains. This means that whenever we
see an act of charity advertised or see a good deed made
dazzling by limelight, we are instinctively aware of an
ulterior motive. On the other hand, the peculiar virtue
of the "services rendered" by members of the Royal
Family is that they are, and in the nature of the case
must be, utterly without worldly motive. In their
public life is to be discerned the selflessness of the
priesthood; and in that, they are being true to the
origins of kingship, which is in essence a priestly office.
The differentiation between priest and king in the earliest
times, is a matter of the finest distinction ; and in our
own time, we in England are witnessing a convergence
of the two ideas. Sovereignty has for its focal point
the sacred representation of a people, of its life, history
and aspirations. In that representation, no section is too
obscure, no interest too insignificant to be included ; and
the moral force of the smallest endeavour is enhanced.
When the new Chartered Insurance Institute in Alder-
manbury was opened by King George we read in the
Press the simple statement that Mr. George Atkins,
a bricklayer of Norbury, Mr. George Moss, a plumber
of Walthamstow, and Mr. George Colman, a carpenter
of Southwark, were presented to King George and Queen
Mary. We were also informed that King George told
them how pleased he was to meet them, and returned
their handshakes with a warmth that surprised them;
that Queen Mary, too, made them unmistakably welcome.
The surprise is that such incidents are singled out by
editors for notice, that they are not taken for granted.
For never has the Sovereignty in England been more
closely identified with the ideals of national life than now.
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